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921 Greenstar Drive, #702
e Colorado Springs, CO 80906
N (719) 635-5150

B80ARD OF DIRECTORS
Carroll W. McCotpin DFC July 17, 2000
Major General USAF (Rav)
Raada Tliley DFC
| ColonaUSAR .. i = e - - - - -
" Camaus@w) M. Robert Pitofsky
4. Barry Mehon DFC Chairman
s s comeiore 7 Pederal Trade Commission
Flighi Lieutenant RAF (Aet.) 600 P 1 ia A ’ NW
OFFICERS Washington, DC 20580

Wilson V. Ecwarde

e o g e Dear Chairman Pitofsky:
Colacado Springs, CO 80904
Tel: (719) 833-2174

Fax {719) 6332174 I read the cigar health-warning story of June 26 with greater interest thap most and
Witlaen . Slade, Jr. respectfully recommend you consider adding, “cye damage” to possible “cancer of
2503 Gorlez Court the mouth, throat, and lungs™ on the upcoming labels for cigar containers. My late

' father, Reade Tilley, O.D., was a 1913 graduate from the Southern Illinois College

T e Preaicant Ewrape of Optometry and opened his practice in Clearwater, Florida soon after. During
20 by g practice over some years he found positive evidence relating eye damage to cigar
g_lm, Narfolk PE 31 6RJ smoking.

John L. Brown
e aenty Surost In those days cigars were very popular and even more so in age group where glasses
San Dioge. CA 82120 were normally required. In 1928 on my 10™ birthday, my father cautioned me never

e to smoke, as it would damage my eyes. He went on to explain having examined
RO Box200 1 well over a thousand male patients in 15 years he had no_ticed in those who smoked

James A, Gray OFC cigars, the eye on the side of the mouth in which he habitually lit and carri?d it had,
Hetoran @ in almost every case, proven to have poorer vision than the other. As age mcre§sed
Dublin, CA 04568 in progressive examinations he found this became more pronounced.- The habitual

Robert L, Priser procedure of cigar smokers locating the cigar on the same sidc of the mouth,
778 N. Soncia Ave, according to the individual preference, all the time and frequently puffing while it

Tucson, AZ 85711

was in the mouth, removing and replacing it just occasionally, proved to be the clue
that pinpointed the source of damage to my professionally perceptive father.
Cigarette smokers did not provide such a chie as they usually held them in the hand
away from the face and eyes much of the time taking puffs occasionally, and
removing them from the face area between puffs. Not withstanding my father
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suspected all tobacco smoking would be damaging. he warned all bis patients and
crusaded against it until retiring after almost 60 years of practice.

In recent years 1 have explored the possibility of recognition for my father’s
discovery. Dr. C. M. Harris, M.D., a Captain in the Navy Reserve and highly
respected ophthalmologist at Orange City, Florida, bas taken an active interest in the
project. He discussed it with colleagues at national professioual organizational
mectings and with corneal specialists who agreed that the comea of the eye exposed
on a chronic basjs to cigar smoke could be damaged. They knew of no specific
studies to substantiate this, however. Dr. Harris suggested this might be a
worthwhile subject for research. They explained universities carefully control

research projects_and. -varions -eye organizations -have—their pet -projects—such- as -

diabetes, metabolic deficiencies, and keratorefractive surgery and treatment as
priorities.

It is clearly evident that the official recognition cigar smoking is damaging to the
health, along with cigarettes, by your authoritative and prestigious organization will
open the way to research sponsorship by health organizations and universities where
the nature of their endeavors is directed toward the preservation of vision. Dr.
Harris was away when this was written but should bave returned by the time you
receive it. I think in the light of your announcement, he would be pleased to share
with your Commission the benefit of his thinking on this subject to date.  His
telephone number is (904) 272-2020 and I will copy this letter to him accordingly.

I would appreciate more than I can say knowing if there is interest on the part of the
Cormission m this proposal which I think you owst agree can add new and
important ammumnition for your contimuing battle in the interest of national health.

With thanks and best wishes for continued success in your vitally importam
endeavors,
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